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libraries will find it imperative to bind the 
volumes before making them available.-
William Vernon Jackson, University of Wis-
consin. 
William Frederick Poole and the Modern 
Library Movement. By William Lan-
dram Williamson. (Columbia University 
Studies in Library Service, no. 13.) New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1963. 
x, 203p., ports. $6. 
William Frederick Poole (1821-1894) was 
one of the giants of librarianship. Yet there 
are probably few librarians who are fa-
miliar with his work, except for a vague 
awareness that he compiled the monumental 
nineteenth-century periodical index which 
bears his name. The library profession is 
fortunate indeed that William L. William-
son, Butler librarian, Columbia University, 
has revised his doctoral dissertation and 
produced the definitive treatise on Poole. 
Possibly the highest praise that can be given 
is that Williamson's biography does not read 
like a dissertation at all; it is an absorbing 
account of a "librarian whose car l!er epito-
mized library development in the United 
States during the last half of the nineteenth 
century." Although Williamson apologizes 
for the lack of a complete picture of Poole 
the man because almost none of his private 
correspondence survives, he need not have. 
He has gleaned the public and printed sourc-
es well and there emerges a very human por-
trait of a man with a paternal interest in his 
subordinates, generous to his opponents, 
and zealous for his profession. 
During the span of Poole's life he served 
as a student librarian at Yale, he was librar-
ian of the oldest mercantile library (Boston) 
and the foremost social library (Boston 
Athenaeum), and he led two public librar-
ies to greatness (Cincinnati and Chicago) . 
His last seven years were years of "stress 
and strain" as he acquired collections, 
planned a building, and set the organization 
for what was to become one of the nation's 
great research institutions, the Newberry 
library. Williamson has recorded all of these 
activities with a clear insight into Poole's 
qualities as an administrator, both good and 
bad. Certainly one of Poole's most inter-
esting innovations was his decision to use 
a sewing machine manufacturer in Europe 
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as a transfer agent for paying the bills of 
his European book dealers! 
Here too is the story of Poole and the 
ALA. One of the legends of librarianship, 
propagated by its high priest Melvil Dewey, 
has to do with Poole's initial opposition to 
the 1876 conference. Williamson treats the 
Poole-Dewey clashes with a thoroughness 
and fairness which leaves little question 
about the case. The present reviewer would 
like to obtain that correspondence to which 
Poole referred when he said that he had 
letters which showed the truth of the mat-
ter and even called into question Dewey's 
own claims to having originated the confer- ' 
ence idea. No doubt Williamson would also 
have found them intriguing; but as he earli-
er remarks, "A collection of books, perhaps 
a building, some reports, catalogs, and cor-
respondence, and a set of dry statistics are 
the major things a librarian leaves behind 
him" (p. 17). It is almost inexplicable that 
some of the chief figures in librarianship felt 
so little need to preserve their private cor-
respondence. 
Poole did become one of the major forces 
behind the ALA and was said "never to be 
so happy as when he went off by train;. on 
one of his regular trips to attend the ' as-
sociation's conference" (p. 92). The as-
sociation was also an important factor in 
the preparation of the third edition of the 
Index. By assigning the work of indexing 
certain journals to a number of libraries, 
Poole brought into being the first really sig-
nificant cooperative venture among librari-
ans. Yet his was the chief work, that of edi-
tor, and he also indexed by far the largest 
number of journals himself. Poole was posi-
tive that a cooperative enterprise could suc-
ceed at length because the final authority 
and direction were in the hands of one indi-
vidual. 
One of the unusual facets of this book is 
the author's willingness to make interpreta-
tions in terms of today's situation. Of Poole's 
falling into difficulties in his later years 
through lax administration, Williamson com-
ments "It is an unfortunate but perhaps 
necessary characteristic of librarianship that 
the head of a library can never pick out and 
concentrate upon one aspect of his library's 
operation to the neglect of the whole. . . . 
The history of librarianship in the United 
States is filled with sad stories of librarians 
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who, having made great contributions and 
reputations, relaxed their vigilance over the 
whole in order to pursue one aspect which 
particularly appealed to them or in which 
they were particularly gifted" (p. 179). And 
in speaking of the Newberry's cataloging ar-
rearage he remarks, "It is always difficult for 
a layman to understand that cataloging takes 
time and a certain amount of backlog is a · 
necessity to efficient operation of a catalog-
ing department." Not that Williamson ex,_ 
cuses some of Poole's mistakes; he has 
given as objective a view as a biographer 
probably can, and there is no special plead-
ing to cover his subject's weaknesses. 
The reviewer shall resist the temptation 
to cover the final chapter with Williamson's 
evaluation of Poole's contribution to pro-
fessional life. This is an excellent biography, 
well written and thorough, and every librar-
ian ought to read it for himself.-Edward 
G. Holley, University of Houston. 
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